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Who will receive the learning coach email to create our account? K12 creates the 
learning coach accounts for the primary parent listed in our E-school system. We 
recognize that the primary learning coach may be another parent and we will set up 
that account manually. If this is the case for your family, please let us know after the 
K12 email is received by the primary parent listed in E-school.  

Can a child have more than one learning coach?  
Yes, more than one learning coach account can be set up. If this is required, please 
notify Valerie Bustos or Noel Stedeford so we can create an alternate account.  

When will we receive our learning coach accounts and emails? As soon as your 
child(ren) are enrolled with Distance Learning School, we will also create their K12 
account. You will receive an email from K12 for you to set up your accounts once we 
create the account.  

What calendar will we follow since middle school and elementary have different 
schedules for parent teacher conferences?  
All students will follow the elementary school calendar and schedule for parent teacher 
conferences.  

How do we report absences?  
As long as students are able to attend their Zoom meetings and/or complete assigned 
work for the day, they will be marked present. If a student is unable to attend Zoom 
meetings and completed assigned work, please email the teacher and Karen Vargas 
to report the absence.  
 
Where will we pick up school lunches if needed?  
For students needing school lunches, parents will need to pick them up daily at your 
previous school of attendance between 10:45-12:15.  



What are the school hours? Kindergarten hours?  

Each grade follows a slightly different schedule for their Zoom meetings throughout 
the day. All grade levels will have lunch from 11:30-12:10. The K/1 classes begin 
with their Morning Meetings at 8:30 and the 2nd-8th grade classes begging with their 
Morning Meetings at 8:00.  

Will my middle school student be placed in advanced math courses? If your 
child was scheduled to participate in an advanced math course at their prior 
school they will be enrolled in an advanced math course. Students have to have 
qualified previously to participate in advanced math.  

Will there be occasional parent training meetings throughout the year? There will 
not be additional parent training meetings throughout the year, but if parents need 
additional support, please notify your classroom teacher, Karen Vargas, or Amy Pirkl. 

Can my child work at a faster pace and finish their classes earlier in the day? 
How is time monitored?  
Teachers will be providing schedules for synchronous and asynchronous learning 
throughout the day. Students are expected to participate in synchronous learning during 
their scheduled times and are able to work at their own pace during asynchronous 
learning times. Teachers will be monitoring that students attend all synchronous 
learning times and will expect asynchronous assignments to be completed on time. 
 
Is there a difference between the Distance Learning School curriculum and the            
curriculum used on our other District school sites? Can we see a side by side               
comparison?  
Yes the curriculum in K12 is different from our District curriculum. We will be using the 
curriculum provided through the K12 platform. Our other sites will continue to use the 
BUSD District adopted curriculum. Curriculum in both programs address the California 
Content Standards. We do not have a side by side comparison of these curriculums 
available. For more information on this please refer to the FAQ document that was 
previously sent. FAQ  

Will middle school students be receiving books and supplies? Middle school 
students will receive some books and supplies. The rest of the material is accessible 
online.  

What will teachers be providing instruction on since there are recorded lessons 



and work provided through K12?  
Teachers will be providing live instruction to support the lessons that are presented in 
the K12 platform. Lessons may be whole class instruction, small group instruction, or 
one on one sessions.  

How will my child be notified of their schedule?  
Students should complete all of their daily assignments listed in their plan each day. 
Independent Study students may complete these assignments at any time during the 
school day. When assignments are not completed, students are marked absent.  

Will transcripts be sent back to the previous school when students return next 
year?  
Yes, a student’s cumulative files will follow the student upon their return to their school 
of origin or any other school of attendance.  

Will our students be participating in state testing?  
Plans change quickly in these COVID times, but at this time we anticipate all 3rd 
through 8th grade students will be participating in state testing.  
 
How are middle school electives monitored?  
Middle school electives will be monitored by the classroom teacher to ensure students 
are staying on top of their assignments. There will not be any live instruction from the 
classroom teacher. Elective courses will be graded as pass/fail. The only exception to 
this will be Spanish 2 which will be graded to ensure high school credit is received. 
Spanish 1 will be accepted with a pass/fail scoring system when your child returns to 
their previous school site.  

Will our child be able to maintain their BUSD email account?  
These accounts will remain active.  

What are the teacher/student ratios?  
We adhere to the same guidelines as all other schools in our District.  

How will attendance be taken?  
Teachers will start the day with a morning meeting and attendance will be taken at that 
time. Independent Study students need to complete daily assignments to earn 
attendance credit.  

Are learning coaches expected to be present during synchronous learning times?           
No, teachers will be providing your child with instruction during these times. Parents will              



be providing support during asynchronous times.  

Will there be tech support?  
K12 provides a variety of tech support through the platform. Often Karen Vargas and 
Amy Pirkl can help troubleshoot tech issues as well.  

Will there be substitute teachers?  
Yes, there will be substitute teachers when teachers are unable to support their class.  

Do we have a website for the school?  
Yes, the school website can be found here. We also have a FaceBook page at this 
address.  
 
Will there be time in the day to provide my child with physical activity since there 
will not be PE for elementary students?  
Throughout the day there will be time for parents to allow for physical activity.  

What are the screen time expectations for students?  
All students are expected to be online for all synchronous learning. During 
asynchronous times, parents will be supporting their kindergarten students with the print 
materials that are provided from K12.  

Are learning coaches grading our child’s work?  
No, teachers will be evaluating and scoring student work.  

Are learning coaches required to spend 3-4 hours working with their child a day? 
The amount of time a learning coach will spend working with their child will vary based 
on your child’s age and level of need.  
 

If you have further questions, please feel free to email Amy Pirkl or Karen Vargas  

Amy Pirkl  
Principal 
apirkl@buckeyeusd.org 
 

Karen Vargas 
Administrative Assistant  
kvargas@buckeyeusd.org 
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